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QATAR CHILDREN’'S MUSEUM
LEARNING TO PLAY

Every child deserves the opportunity to develop
and fulfil their individual potential. Qatar children’s
museum provides cutting-edge child developmental
settings and resources to help children and their
families thrive.

We support all children, including those with special
education needs and disabilities, to learn through
play, have fun and bond with family and friends,
while nurturing them to be the future leaders and
caretakers of gatar, supporting the goals of the
Qatar National Vision 2030.

QATAR NATURAL HISTORY
GROUP

The Qatar Natural History Group (QNHG) was
founded more than 40 years ago in November
1978 to ‘bring together people with an interest in
the natural history of Qatar and the Gulf, and the
inaugural meeting was held in the grounds of the
National Museum. Today, its interests cover not only
all aspects of natural history but also the culture,
history and archaeology of Qatar.

There are field trips or rambles during the cooler
months to places of interest around Qatar. The trips
are usually led by people who have some knowledge
of a particular region or subject, e.g. amateur or
professional geologists, botanists, archaeologists
and so on. The Group is run by volunteers, each of
whom undertakes various responsibilities and work
together in the Executive Committee.

Website gnhg.org Instagram @qnhg_official
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Today we are going to care for nature by using biodegradable food waste to make
a bird feeder, and fill it with seeds for birds. Caring for animals strengthens our
bond with nature and helps to build empathy, a key skill of emotional intelligence.
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1. Supports care for the environment by empowering children to
take action

2. Instills a conservation ethos by building empathy with our local
biodiversity

3. Explores the natural world through the diet of birds
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- Orange cup, made by halving it and scooping out the flesh
- String or wire

- Scissors

- Hole puncher or pencil to poke a hole

- Assortment of nuts and seeds
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Visit the link below to watch

the video showing the steps
https://tinyurl.com/qcm-birdfeeder
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1. Use the hole punch or pencil to make four holes equally spaced
out around the sides of the plastic bowl or orange peel.

2. Cut four strings of equal lengths

3. Use the string or wire to go through the hole and knot it, so that
you can hang it by the string.

4. Place the seeds inside your bird feeder

5. Hang your bird feeder outside your balcony

and watch from a distance
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Making bird feeders supports children’s development by building empathy skills
and knowledge on how to care for animals. The activity can be enjoyed by children
of all ages, but you can adjust the focus of the activity based on the interests, ages
and developmental needs of your child. Read on to explore how this activity can
support your child broaden and deepen their knowledge and skills.

Emerging
Ask your child what they think birds eat and what type of seeds or nuts should be
placed in the feeder to explore a bird’s diet in comparison to their own.

Using different seeds is a good opportunity to discuss which birds would enjoy
the different seeds in their feeder. Would all birds be able to crack open sunflower
seeds? Are shelled peanuts too big for some birds?

Developing

Discuss with your child the importance of caring for the living things in our local
environment. Think up additional ways action can be taken to care for the birds
- perhaps by adding a water feeder next to the bird feeder. You can also discuss
why we advocate putting seeds out and not other foods such as bread or fresh
fruit. Invite thinking on why these foods may not be suitable for wildlife diets or
stay edible in the Qatar climate.

Extend this to thinking about how they could inspire others to care for their local
eco-system.

Mastery

Observe the bird feeder after you have put it out. Try doing a survey of the number
and type of birds that feed from the feeder. Is there other wildlife that has been
attracted by the feeder? Are they desirable or pests? How can they improve where
and how they put out the bird feeder to make sure that the birds can feed from
it safely? Use your child’s desire to care for other living things to challenge their
ingenuity and problem solving skills.
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Very common in the cities, but also found in

the desert. They are usually larger than the

laughing doves. They display different shades

of gray, and have a black stripe across the

back of the neck.
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A common resident of the gardens and parks
in the cities, but also found in the desert. It is
quite recognizable with its pinkish and brown
colors, and its rusty and dark patches on the
neck. They can build their nest on balconies,
roofs, light posts.
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A social bird, often seen in groups, they enjoy

living close to human settlements.
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One of the most invasive species in the
world, they are are considered as pests in
other countries. They are aggressive to other
species. You can often hear their complex
and loud calls.
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They are very noticeable with the white patch

on their cheek, and yellow vent. They can be
seen in pairs or in flocks.
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INDIAN SILVERBILL
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They live in small flocks and are often seen

among small scrubs and high grass, where
they forage on seeds.
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DONT FORGET TO

SHARE YOUR WORK

WITH US TO BE FEATURED!
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Send your videos to our e-mail
CHILDRENSMUSEUM@QM.ORG.QA

@CHILDRENSMUSEUM.QA
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